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In the book of Ruth the story of three people is on display in the



lives of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. Without getting too deep in the
details it is a story of three people headed nowhere intersecting,
and something extraordinary happens. I call it a “turnaround”.
And they will never be the same again.

In chapter 4, the drama plays itself out to its wonderful conclusion.
A man who is a closer relative than Boaz decides not to marry
Ruth. Ruth and Boaz tie the knot. Naomi is taken care of
financially. Ruth and Boaz have children. Boaz becomes the great-
grandfather of King David.
They all lived happily ever after.

Turnaround. Things change and life is never the same again.

The Psalmist declares, “You have turned my mourning into
joyful dancing. You have taken away my clothes of
mourning and clothed me with joy, that I might sing
praises to you and not be silent”. (Psalms 30:11-12)

Our God is the God of turnaround. He shows over and over in
Scripture that when His people get into an impossibly bad
situation, it's His time to shine. Just when it seems the death is
certain, success is fleeting, and things appear to be irreparably
broken, GOD CAN TOUR IT AROUND!

The heart that God wants to instill in His people is "Fear not!
Trust me!" The “turnaround” part is God's responsibility! What
does God expect from me in the process? In short, you have to
position yourself to receive a “Turnaround”! 

It reminds me of cliché’s used in Charismatic/Pentecostal circles a
while ago … "Hallelujah, you've got to position yourself to receive
the blessing!" or "You've got to believe it to receive it! Praise God!"

We can have some fun with it, but honestly Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz
teaches us some practical things about how to respond to our
situations spiritually and proactively.

1. Respond to God’s Word

In Ruth 1: 6 --- “Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord
had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good
crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in law got
ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland.”

God made some promises to His people that He would establish
them in the land. Regardless of her motivation in leaving Israel, it's
clear now she believed the promise. And she acted on it.

Sometimes we're waiting for direction from God on what
to do in a given situation, and He's already told us what
to do. The Rich Young Ruler said to Jesus, "What must I do?"
Jesus' answer was a little anti-climactic: “Follow the Ten
Commandments.”

"Oh... Well I already do that." You can hear the inner



attitude: "Come on! I want something more spectacular
than that Jesus!"And Jesus says, "No. Really I just want
you to do what I've already told you to do. But if
spectacular is what you want, how about you sell
everything you have..."

2. Stay Positive

Ruth is a wonderful example of making lemonade out of lemons. In
Ruth 3:5-6, Ruth replies, “I will do everything you say”. So
she went down to the threshing floor that night and followed the
instructions of her mother-in-law.

She could have gotten down in the mouth, wallowing IN PITY,
which would have been the easiest thing to do, but she did
not.  When we get a left-hook in life, its best to stay
positive. 

3. Do the Right Thing

In Ruth 3:18, Naomi said to Ruth, “Just be patient, my
daughter, until we hear what happens. The man won’t
rest until he has settled things today.”

Interesting that throughout the story Boaz is a man committed to
doing the right thing. He's not an opportunist. He's not playing any
games with anyone. You can see that he's a deliberate man who
believes that if you do right by folks, things will turn out all right in
the end.

Going to the closer relative is an example of his diligence. He
obviously wants to marry Ruth, but he's going to absolutely make
sure that he does the right thing.

With all three of these people, watching their attitudes and
responses, I can imagine God saying, “Hmmm… I can do
something with this.” God likes it when we respond to the
negative challenges in front of us with obedience and faith. It is
clay that He can mold into something life changing. But as much as
this story teaches us to prepare ourselves to receive God's
blessing, I see another bigger lesson.

4. Position Yourself to BE the Turnaround

A recurring theme throughout this book is the power of kindness.
The Hebrew word is “hesed” --- It means kindness done without
obligation. It is often translated loving-kindness, benevolence,
grace, and mercy. It is a word that is usually used to describe
God's actions towards humanity.

In Ruth, it describes the actions of all the characters. There is an
unbroken chain of “hesed” - of kindness throughout this
book that allows for a turnaround for everyone.

▪Ruth refuses to abandon Naomi.
▪Boaz goes beyond obligation to show kindness to Ruth and Naomi.



▪Naomi seeks a way to help Ruth find a husband.
▪Ruth offers herself to Boaz with “hesed”.
▪Boaz extends his care to Ruth and Naomi by marrying Ruth.
▪The community acts with “hesed” in affirming this marriage.
▪“Hesed” heals Moabite-Israelite relations in one small circle of
people.
▪“Hesed” is a light in the dark days of the Judges in one place in
Israel.
▪A chain of “hesed” leads to the birth of David and, ultimately,
Jesus the Messiah.

We see in particular the wonderful effect that kindness had on
Ruth and Boaz in chapter 4:

Boaz was the Turn Around for Ruth
Ruth was the Turn Around for Boaz

Instead of focusing on how we can receive God's blessings, there
are times when God wants to use you to BE a blessing to
others. In doing so, major life change can happen in someone's life
insomuch that things will never be the same again.

One of the things about ministry that I absolutely LOVE is seeing
God working people's lives through others. But it only happens
when people make a commitment to show kindness in tangible
ways.

•          Power of radical generosity
•          Power of encouragement
•          Power of "presence" --- being there!

In all honesty, my flesh doesn’t like to do these things. I don’t want
to be inconvenienced.  My time is valuable. My privacy is valuable.
My sense of security and boundaries are valuable.

But God is constantly stretching that wall of protection that I put
up around myself. The reality of experiencing
“turnaround” can be expressed in three ways.

Faith that God can turnaround my regrets, my tragedies,
and my disappointments.

Commitment to follow God regardless of my
circumstances.
 
Kindness to others that is no-strings-attached.

Blessings
Rick
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